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release upon receipt
NEW SCULPTURE OF CITY'S NAMESAKE TO BE ERECTED AT USO
A new image of San Diego de Alcala, the religious figure whose name
the city of San Diego carries, will be set in place at the Alcala Park
campus of the University of San Diego on April 5.
The lifesize sculpture, the work of Jesus Dominguez of La Mesa, was
commissioned by the university for its new Helen K. and James S. Copley
Library, slated for formal dedication in April 8 ceremonies.

The

sculpture will be unveiled at that time.
Dominguez was selected as the sculptor for the project by USO
professor of art Therese Whitcomb, director of design and curator of
collections at the independent university.

Whitcomb says she envisioned

the new sculpture as having ''a face with the fine features of the Iberian
original, delicate but strong, with an inner tension but without a trace
of 'macho. 111 Several weeks of search through historical documents, however,
failed to turn up just the right model.
Whitcomb's search resulted in an unusual "small world" story.
her words, "I had given up on finding the face I wanted.

In

Then one morning

at church, I saw a man walking down the aisle who was a perfect match for
the image I had carried in my mind all those weeks.
miracle had happened.

It was a though a

I stopped the man after church, and although he

probably thought my story a bit wild, he did contact me the next day.
He became the model for Dominguez."
- more -
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The model proved to be John Wilhelm, M.D., a gynecologist temporarily
in San Diego on a mission with Project Hope.

Not only did he look like

the Spanish saint, but he subsequently proved to have an office next door
to the sculpture studios at San Diego State University, where Dominguez
is associate professor of art.
Mexico border

Wilhelm was then working along the U.S.-

in a Project Hope effort being carried out under the aegis

of the College of Human Services, SDSU.

His current assignment is program

director of medical service and education programs with Project Hope in
Grenada.
Wilhelm will be unable to attend the USO dedication event, but
indicates that his parents will be visiting the campus in early April to
see the likeness of their son.
A cast piece standing 5 1 10 11 on a pedestal at the entrance to the
library, the likeness depicts San Diego, or St. Didacus as he is also
known, in the act of distributing food.

Whitcomb explains,

11

San Diego de

Alcala was a member of the Order of Friars Minor--an 'infinnarian,' which
means someone who cares for others.
era of pilgrimages.

This was specially important in the

At the time, someone in his position, who distributed

food and physical care, was also in charge of spiritual matters.

Given Dr.

Wilhelm's work, this makes the discovery of him as the model seem
downright miraculous."
Dominguez is well-known throughout California for his sculpture and
design.

Among his other commissions are the sculpture for the entrance to

the Frank Lloyd Wright House at Barnsdall Park, Los Angeles; a relief
sculpture installed at Fullerton Main Library, Fullerton; work at Cerro
Coso Community College, Ridgecrest; and a life-size Christ figure at
-more-
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SDSU's Newman Center
# # #

Photo possibilities:
Installation of sculpture, Thursday, April 5, beginning at 10 a.m.
in front of the Helen K. & James S. Copley Library (last building on
northwest side of campus). Sculpture will be wrapped, with the
unveiling to take place at Dedication Ceremonies, April 8, ca. 3 p.m.

For further information:
Prof. Therese Whitcomb, USO

619/291-6480, ext. 4261

Prof. Jesus Dominguez, 619/466-3867 (La Mesa); 619/265-6267 (SDSU)
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Photo Opportunity
NEW SCULPTURE OF CITY'S NAMESAKE TO BE ERECTED AT USD

What:

A new image of San Diego de Alcala, the religious figure
whose name the city of San Diego carries, will be set in
place at the Alcala Park campus of the University of San
Diego.

When:

Thursday, April 5, at 10 a.m.
Sunday, April 8, at 3 p.m.

Where:

(Installation)

(Dedication Ceremonies)

In front of the Helen K. and James S. Copley Library (last
building on northwest side of campus)

Who:

Additional information may be obtained through Prof. Therese
Whitcomb, USD 291-6480, ext. 4261.
#

4/2/84

